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Chapter V 
TAIWAN 

(3), ~ Even before the Lebanon crisis was completely settled, the Com- 
munists were instigating another upheaval in another part of the world. 
As mentiohed before, when the Chinese Nationalists were chased from the 
China mainland in 1949, they retreated to the Island of Taiwan and the 
Pescadores. In addition, Chaing's forces had managed to hold onto some 
islands located in the Taiwan Strait. Specifically, those islands were 
Big and Little Quemoy, just off the mainland port of Amoy, and the Matsus, 
seaward from Foochow. Until 1955, the Nationalist territory had included 
the Tachen Islands, approximately 250 nautical miles (NM) northeast of 
ivan Early in 1955, however, the Communists began exerting pressure 
on the Tachen Islands. Reacting to the threat, President Eisenhower ob- 
eadnied a Congressional resolution to use United States forces to defend 
Taiwan and the Pescadores. The Tachens, however, seemed indefensible, 

_$o the Nationalist garrison stationed there evacuated with the help of 
the Americans. 
(). " Following the Tachens crisis, the United States was committed 
to protect Taiwan and the Pescadores. As for the Quemoys and Matsus, 
however, U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles said the specific 
military value of each island would determine whether or not America would 
intervene in reaction to a Communist threat. For more than three years, 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung and the Communist Chinese government declined to 
test the United States’ willingness to protect the istands. . 
Off-Shore Islands Shelled 

lw . : Then, early in August 1958, Chairman Mao met with Nikita 
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Khrushchev, Chairman of the Soviet Union's Council of Ministers. That 


conference produced a joint communique that denounced United States in- 


tervention in Lebanon. Shortly thereafter, Soviet-built fighter aircraft 
, tory, Simultaneously, shelling of the off-shore islands intensified, 
Tenston Builds 
(3) ’ ’ Tension was building between the two Chinas, but compared to 
past confrontations the Taiwan crisis was slow in coming to a head. This 
gave the American and Chinese Nationalist authorities more time to pre- 
pare. President Chaing asked the United States to furnish his country 
F-86 aircraft equipped with the Sidewinder missile. The Sidewinder was 
a heat-~seeking air-to-air missile. He also asked the United States for 
F-100 tactical fighters. ‘The U.S. promptly approved both requests. Then, 
Chaing requested that USAF units be sent to Taiwan. HQ USAF had fore- 
seen such a request, so had drafted plans for composite air strike force 
for the defense of Taiwan. 
An Awesome Deetston 
a _-~ In Washington, members of President Eisenhower's cabinet dis- 


ran 
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some. Military leaders accepted the idea that to prevent the Communists 
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from isolating Taiwan and the Off-shore islands with ships and aircraft, 
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the United States would have to use nuclear weapons. Chairman of the 
geome Chiefs of Staff (JCS), Gen. Nathan F. Twining, explained the action 
“that he hoped would cause the Communists to lift such a blockade. First, 
American aircraft would drop 10- to 15~kiloton bombs on selected airfields 
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35 
would have to attack airfields as far away as Shanghai. The latter, 
General Twining admitted, could cause the Conmnists to counter with 
———Huclear weapons on both Okinawa and Taiwan. He felt, however, that the 
risk would have to be taken if the off-shore islands were to be defended. 
PACAF Plans the Operation 
a PACAF prepared an operation plan based on the assumption that 
suelaae strikes would be carried out. By mid-August, five SAC B-47s on 
Guam were alerted to conduct nuclear raids on Chinese mainland airfields, 
SAC also was alerted to piépare to destroy Chinese cities and industries 
if those first strikes resulted in a major war. 
(a), Ajlthough the Communist threat had been evident for some time, 
the crisis did not actually break until 23 August 1958. On that day, 
Chinese artillery from the mainiand fired 40,000 rounds against the Quemoy 
islands. That same day, Communist pilots strafed and sank a Nationalist 
LST. Following the massive artillery attack, the Chinese Communists 
(CHICOMs) reduced the shelling to an approximate average of 10,000 rounds 
per day, The Communists had won the first round. The running of supplies 
by amphibious craft to the exposed beaches of the Quemoys had been stopped. 
Prestdent Tones Down the Plan 
President Eisenhower called a meeting of his principal advisers — 
for 25 August 1958. At that time, there was stil] no evidence of Com- 
munist intentions to invade the Quemoys and it seemed they were content 
to hold the islands under siége. The U.S. task was to break that siege. 
Following the meeting, President Eisenhower approved JCS recommendations 
to reinforce Taiwan's air defenses, to strengthen the Seventh Fleet, com~ 


mence preparations to escort supply ships bound for the Quemoys, and prepare 
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to assume responsibility for the aerial defense of Taiwan. He rejected, 


oh ceeeperene nin enrair tat ten anes snteententeslan fnnnsteinshthign ter heeusttirent aston oud yentchcy cheno? sie potentiate espetre ont stunner sgenrenaned 
hostilities. He demanded that the first strikes on the Communist main~ 


r however, the idea that nuclear weapons should be used at the outset of 


Jand be made with high explosives. He did not completely discount the 
use of nuclear weapons. In fact, he insisted that they be made available 
for subsequent attacks if needed. 
Quemoy Garrisons are Hoatages 
R (13), ., Another White House conference convened on 29 August 1958. The 
Nationalists still were unable or unwilling to carry supplies to the be- 
Sieged islands. This led the JCS and President Eisenhower to believe 
that the Quemoy garrisons were hostages that Chaing hoped would be ran- 
somed by U.S. intervention. Nonetheless, the conferees were not willing 
to risk losing the islands which they felt were important to Nationalist 
China's morale and essential to Taiwan's defense. With those thoughts in 
mind, President Eisenhower said that American warships could be used to 
escort the Nationalist supply vessels, but would go no closer than three 
miles from the Quemoy beaches. The reason for the three-mile limitation 
was two-fold, political and practical. Politically, President Eisenhower 
’ had not over-committed the United States in its obligation to Taiwan in 
the crisis and at the same time had shown America's disregard for a 12- 
mile territorial waters claim issued by the Communists. Practically, very 
few ships of the Seventh Fleet were capable of navigating the shoal waters 
that extended approximately three miles from the islands. 
Sidewinders Supplted to CHINATS 
Cy); _ two of the decisions at those White House conferences were in- 


strumental in breaking the Communist blockade. During September 1958, 
rf \ 


37 
the Nationalist navy, under escort of American ships, was able to supply 
the Quemoys, and the Sidewinder missiles supplied to the Chinese National- 
ist Air Force gave it the fire power necessary to overcome the Communist 


air arm. As a result of those missiles, the Nationalist Chinese Air Force 


shot down 32 Communist MIG fighters during the crisis. 





Crists Ends 


(GE , Tactics employed were so effective that, by 24 jeptenber 1958, 






Gen. Laurence S. Kuter, PACAF Commander, advised HQi USA hat, in his 


opinion, the crisis was over. Two weeks later, the Cotiminists evidently 
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reached the same conclusion and relaxed the siege. 
Cease Fire Announced--Fighting Continues 

(s}e. , That relaxation came in the form of a one-week cease fire an- 
nounced by the Peking regime on 6 October 1958. Ostensibly, that cease 
fire was undertaken for the “humanitarian” purpose of aljeviating the 
suffering of fellow Chinese: The Communist government stated that sup- 
ply ships would not be fired upon provided they were not escorted by | 
American ships. Subsequently, the cease fire was extended for another 
week. During that two-week period, four Communist aircraft strafed 
Yin-shan island in the Matsus. An amphibious force from the mainland 
took over two unoccupied islands--Ta-po and Hsia0-po--near the Quemoys. 
And, one air battle took place. That air battle once again showed the 
superiority of the Nationalist Chinese Air Force, with the Sidewinder 
missiles, over the Communist MIGs. Sixteen aircraft took part in the 
engagement, eight CHINAT and eight CHICOM. At the end of the battle, 

the score was CHINATs five kills, and CHICOMS one. The one Nationalist 
loss resulted from a mid-air collision... 

Shelling Reswnes 

: —Those incidents, however, did not break the cease fire. When 

the two weeks ended, on 20 October 1958, the Communists immediately re- ‘ 
sine shelling the islands. That first day, 13,000 rounds were directed 
at three beaches where CHINAT LST's were unloading. The Communist govern- 
ment said it recommenced the artillery barrage because an American war- 
ship violated Chinese territorial waters. One U.S. vessel had Steamed 

to the three-mile limit. ° The most Tikely reason for the renewal of the 
artillery blockade, however, was a meeting between United States Secretary 

; j : . 
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of State John Foster Dulles and Chinese Nationalist President Chaing 


Kai-shek. That conference was being held at the time the Communists 


again began shelling the islands and Secretary Dulles had mentioned to 
Chaing the difficulties of using nuclear weapons. He pointed out that 

an atomic strike was the only sure way of destroying the gun emplacements 
.that_were hammering the Quemoys, but the use of nuclear weapons had in- 
herent disadvantages. Bombs big enough to destroy the guns would cause 
weapons, but he did stress the dangers involyed. 

Shelling Diminishes 

nuclear weapons, the Communists renewed the barrage. After five days of 
intensive shelling, however, the CHICOMs announced that they would shel] 
the islands only on odd-numbered days. That arrangement would continue, . 
the Communists said, as long as American ships did not accompany the 
Nationalist convoys. Shelling of the islands diminished throughout the 


= 


remainder of 1958, and by the end of the year the crisis was over. 


